Board of Finance Wednesday, March 22, 2023
Budget Hearing Minutes Town Hall Auditorium —7:00 pm

Present: Chairman Glenn Patterson, John Sheehan, Kevin Petchark, Ronald Fedor, Joe Fillipetti,
David Peabody and Robert Tuneski

Elected: First Selectman Robert Brule; Paul Goldstein, RTM Moderator, Pat Fedor, Chair Board of
Education
Staff: Thomas Giard, Superintendent of Schools; Joseph Mancini, Director of Operations Board

of Education; Craig Powers, Assistant Superintendent; Mark Geer, IT Board of Education,
Kimberly Allen, Director of Finance; Maryellen McConnell, Recording Secretary

1. Establishment of a quorum and call to order:

A quorum was established and the Budget Meeting of the Board of Finance was called
to order at 7:00 pm on March 22, 2023.

2. Public Comment: No public comment

3. Motion by John Sheehan and seconded by Robert Tuneski to move forward the Board

of Education budget request for discussion FY22/23 in the amount of $55,230,455.
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Vote: 7-0-0 Motion: Passed & TEm
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Pat Fedor, Chair of the Board of Education; made an opening statefq U =
Superintendent Giard provided a slide presentation regarding the Bed&rad of Biticatié®
budget. The presentation is attached. fﬂ S

We see a higher rate of mental health issues for our students, and with that comes
chronic absenteeism that is at a 20% rate. That is equivalent to 500 students. For the
2022/2023 school year we have had 1137 visits to the health clinics. That is up 135%
since last year. This is all related to the giobal pandemic. The English Learners program
has tripled from 2018-2023. We now have students that speak over 17 languages that
are spoken in our schools each day.

Special Education students has increase since 2016. One in five kids are identified as a
special needs child. Clark Lane School is the only school in the district with two full time
nurses. This is due to students with medical needs.
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Motion by Glenn Patterson and seconded by Joe Filippetti to amend the motion to
consider reducing the budget by $500,000 for a new budget amount in the amount of
$54,730,455.

Vote: 5-1-1 No: John Sheehan; Abstain: Ronald Fedor Motion: Passed

Motion by Glenn Patterson and seconded by Robert Tuneski to approved the Board of
Education budget request for FY23/24 $54,730,455

Vote: 6-0-1 Abstain: Ronald Fedor Motion: Passed
Adjournment:

Motion by John Sheehan and seconded by Ronald Fedor to adjourn the Budget Meeting
of the Board of Finance at 9:42 pm.

Vote: 7-0-0 Motion: Passed

Respectively Submitted,

7

John Sheehan, Clerk

Maryellen McConnell, Ré&gﬂding Secretary
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